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TPTR Mission
The Texas Pecos Trail Region develops and promotes quality heritage
experiences through partnerships in its 22-county region.

Board Meeting in Pyote
Rattlesnake Bomber Base Museum

The TPTR held its January meeting in Pyote, Texas, at the community
center next to the site dedicated to preserving the legacy of the WWII
airfield. Ronald Ray, retired Justice of the Peace and author of
Grenades, Guitars, Guts & Glory, spoke about his experiences in the
war. Representatives from various museums, historic sites, agencies,
and heritage organizations attended the meeting and had the
opportunity to network and share information about their projects and
events. Topics included our Plan of Work for 2010, the Birding Map
project, and an upcoming collections workshop to be held in Pecos.
Martha King of Ft. Stockton and James Murr of Junction were elected
to the Board of Directors. Attendees were treated to a wonderful
home-cooked meal and a tour of the Rattlesnake Bomber Base
Museum. Mr. Ben White of Monahans took several of us out to the
historic site marking the original entrance to the air base in Pyote. We
thank all of those for attending, and encourage folks to join us in
McCamey for our March meeting!

Butterfield Overland Route Brochure

In 1858, this historic mail and stage route made its first cross-country journey from
St. Louis to San Francisco. It was the first intercontinental mail route in the United
States, traversing Texas from Denison to El Paso, and passing through the rugged and
arid country of West Texas. Present-day communities such as Big Lake, McCamey,
Monahans, and Pecos lie along or near the historic route. The brochure invites the
exhilaration of riding along the trail corridor traveled by the original horse-drawn
coaches, as well as providing fun, educational, and entertaining places and
experiences of today. A collaborative project of several trail regions (Pecos,
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| /Jj‘j Trails Program, the brochure includes historic maps, color photographs, a history of
/7,5:/ the trail, and information about the communities and heritage sites along the way.
.Z;a-;/ Ordering information please contact 325-387-3900, email info@texaspecostrail.com,

_ or write TPTR, P.O. Box 212, Sonora TX, 76950.
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Birding Map Project

The Texas Pecos Trail Region and Texas Mountain Trail Region are partnering with Texas Parks and Wildlife to
create the last wildlife trail and map for the State of Texas. The resulting wildlife viewing trail and map will unify
existing and potential birding and wildlife viewing sites into a single, cohesive marketing entity. The map will
consist of a series of loops through the project area. Each site must be open to the public at least part of the
year and have the habitat necessary to attract both wildlife and wildlife watchers. The broad-scale participation
of agencies, organizations, communities, goods and service providers, private landholders and individuals is
critical to the development and implementation of the map. Therefore, we welcome the nomination of Pecos
Trail Region sites through mail-in applications. Texas Pecos Trail and Texas Mountain Trail are currently
accepting nomination requests to add sites to the map covering Far West Texas. Please contact Scott Jordan at
325-387-3900, email info@texaspecostrail.com, or write TPTR, P.O. Box 212, Sonora TX 76950.

Brief 2009 Recap

May ¢ Texas Pecos Trail Region travel guide

brochure launch (Midland)

May/Jun ¢ TPTR featured in THC Medallion

Aug ¢ Board Retreat (Balmorhea)

Oct ¢ TPTR acquires 501(c)(3) nonprofit status
Oct ¢ Camel Trek from Fort Lancaster to Ft. Stockton
Dec ¢ Strategic Planning for 2010 (Ozona)

Scott Jordan was hired in Dec 2009
as the new executive director for
the Texas Pecos Trail Region.
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public history from Texas State
University and has a background in
museums, archives, historic
preservation, and heritage tourism.

Featured Sites

Historic Rocksprings
Hotel (built 1915).
Mission Revival
architecture with
lobby, parlor, antique
furniture, guest rooms,
and small library.
Rocksprings

Whitehead
Memorial Museum.
Twenty exhibit sites
include early trading
post, San Felipe
irrigation canal, and
Judge Roy Bean
cemetary.

Del Rio

Heritage Tourisnthroughout the Region

Globe Theatre of the
Great Southwest,
authentic replica of
the original 1598
Globe Theatre in
London.
Performances
throughout the year.
Odessa

Fort Lancaster
Historic Site (fort est.
1855). Historical
reenactment
programs, including
Western Frontier
Days in May. Near
Sheffield.

Please visit www.texaspecostrail.com to learn more about these and other sites and attractions

throughout the entire Pecos Trail Region!
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Social Media
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means networking personally or professionally
via the Internet.

Some of the most commonly used social
media websites include Facebook, Twitter,
Flickr, Blogspot, YouTube, and MySpace.

The main idea is to find others with common
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posting comments, invitations, photos, videos,
and other media content. Then their friends may
share the information with others, thereby
increasing potential access to, or awareness of,
your organization, program, project, cause, etc.

Anyone can set up a social media site or
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Simply go to the main site and answer a few
guestions to set up a profile. Then search for

folks to join your network, or become part of the
network of others.

Texas Pecos Trail Region can be found in the
search bar at Facebook. Please join us!
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foot-thick adobe walls strikes a blend of Southwest building style and European architecture.
also a standing legacy of the West Texas pioneering spirit in the face of hardship and misfortune.

Martin County Convent, Inc. is a non-profit group of citizens actively working to preserve the Historic
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Carmelite Monastery.
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TPTR Website Calendar

One of the most important features of our
website is the Calendar. Here web visitors can
learn about upcoming events related to heritage
tourism, historic preservation, and the cultural
arts throughout the Pecos Trail Region. This
means more advertising exposure for your event,
awareness of your program, and potential traffic
to your site or attraction.

\ You may access the calendar page at our

website at www.texaspecostrail.com, then view
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We encourage heritage event coordinators,
chamber and main street directors, historic
preservationists, public relations officers, and
anyone involved in heritage tourism to submit
your event for inclusion on the calendar.

Please send your event notification to
info@texaspecostrail.com or you may call 325-
387-3900 or fax 325-387-3977. Be sure to
include name of event, location, dates, times,
cost to attend, and a brief summary of the event.
You may attach a flyer.

Preservation Spotlight

The Historic Carmelite Monastery represents an
important piece of Stanton and Martin County history, West
Texas building styles, and late-1800s Texas frontier
settlement.

In 1882, a small group of Carmelite friars from Kansas
arrived at Grelton Station along the Texas and Pacific
Railroad to create a German Catholic community ¢ the only
one of its kind in West Texas. They named their town
Marienfeld (German for Field of Mary) and sold about half
of their original 2,560 acres to build their new Carmelite
establishment, including the monastery pictured here. For
a couple of years the colony flourished, but by 1888 drought
and sandstorms caused many of the settlers to abandon
Martin County. The Sisters of Mercy later occupied and
then purchased the building during the 1890s, operating an
academy that gave training to children in Stanton and as far
away as New Mexico and Oklahoma until it closed in 1938.
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The building is

Exterior renovation recently completed, they are now raising funds for interior

renovation planned as an interpretive center dealing with the founding of Stanton and Our Lady of Mercy
academy. For more information or to get involved, the Martin County Convent can be contacted at Box 1435,
Stanton, TX 79782, phone 432-756-3386, or email jkennady@gradyisd.esc18.net.
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Regional Upcoming Events

Feb Event ¢ Location

1-28 Nashville Portraits Exhibi¢ Midland, Museum of the
Southwest

5 Friday Art Walkg Del Rio, Main Street & downtown

6 Horned Toad Chili Coedff ¢ Rankin, Tommy
Workman Park

10 Main Street Dedicatiorg Eagle Pass, Main Street

12 Valentine Celebratiorg Midland, American Airpower

Heritage Museum

14 Gift Shop Opening at Historic Rocksprings Hatel
Rocksprings, court house square

17 Andrews Chamber Banquet to Kick Off {ogear of
Andrews County; Andrews High School

20 Great Texas Soup CoaKf (benefitting the Historic
CarmeliteMonastery) ¢ Stanton, Community Center

25 Jean Prescott Concert at Annie Riggs MusetFa.
Stockton

Mar

18 TPTR Board MeetingMcCamey, Santa Fe Depot

TPTR Board of Directors

Cyndi Inskeep (Chair) ¢ Monahans Main Street Director

Beth Hoover (Vice Chair) ¢ Crocket County Museum

Debra Thomas (Secretary) ¢ West of the Pecos Museum, Pecos
Sherry Phillips (Treasurer) ¢ Mayor of McCamey

Mary Ann Kay ¢ Friends of Historic Sonora, Main Street Director
Martha King ¢ Annie Riggs Memorial Museum, Ft. Stockton
Brenda Kissko ¢ Midland Convention & Visitors Bureau

James Murr ¢ Junction EDC

Ann Schneemann ¢ Reagan County Historical Association

Burr Williams ¢ Sibley Nature Center, Midland

The Texas Pecos Trail Region Newsletter is scheduled for
publication and distribution each month.

Texas Pecos Trail Region, P.O. Box 212, Sonora, Texas 76950
Office 325-387-3900
Cell 325-226-0880
Fax 325-387-3977
Email info@texaspecostrail.com
Website www.texaspecostrail.com

Executive Director: Scott Jordan

THC Update

THC Historic Sites have launched new websites

Annual Conference to be held in Houston,
Apr. 22-24

Museum Services Collection Management
Workshops held in all regions through March

TateAustinHahn hired to develop new ad
campaign

African American brochure and web project in
development

Heritage Trails regional web sites transitioned to
upgraded CMS and new navigation system

HTPR Statewide Meeting set to be held in Plains
Trail Region, June 2010
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Statewide historic preservation plan underway
and targeted for completion before next
legislative session

Collections Management
Workshop
Knowing What You Have: An
Introduction to Collections Policies
and Documentation

Pecos, Texas
March 8; 9 am ¢ 4 pm
$25 registration (includes lunch)

Contact Scott Jordan at
info@texaspecostrail.com or 325-387-3900
or Debra Thomas at wpmuseum@nwol.net

or 432-445-5076.
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